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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLAB, FR 

SUBJECT: VENTEJOL ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL 

1. SUMMARY. GABRIEL VENTEJOL OF FO WAS ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL THUS 
BECOMING FIFTH RANKING PERSONALITY IN FRANCE. CGT-CFDT 
VOTED FOR CGT CANDIDATE MORE IN OPPOSITION TO FO 
THAN TO VENTEJOL. END SUMMARY. 
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2. GABRIEL VENTEJOL, FORCE OUVRIERE SECRETARY SINCE 
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1950, WAS ELECTED 16 OCTOBER PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL BY 132 VOTES AGAINST 30 OF CGT 
AND CFDT MEMBERS WHO VOTED FOR CGT AND ONLY OTHER 
CANDIDATE J. SCHAEFER AND 22 BLANK. 

3. ELECTION MAKES VENTEJOL FIFTH RANKING PERSONALITY 
IN FRANCE (OTHER THAN PRESIDENT AND GOF MEMBERS) 
SUCCEEDING EMILE ROCHE WHO HELD POSITION SINCE 1954 
AFTER DEATH OF FIRST SEC PRESIDENT AND HISTORIC 
FIGURE LEON JOUHAUX. 

4. VENTEJOL IS A FRIEND OF THE U.S. AND HAS MAIN- 
TAINED CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH SUCCESSIVE 
LABOR ATTACHES IN THE EMBASSY. 

5. COMMENT. ALTHOUGH VENTEJOL'S ELECTION IS A 
TRIBUTE TO HIS PERSONAL QUALITIES, IT CANNOT BUT 
REFLECT CREDIT ON HIS ORGANIZATION, THE FORCE 
OUVRIERE. IN FACT, OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT THE CGT- 
CFDT VOTE FOR SCHAEFER WAS NOT AN EXPRESSION OF 
OBJECTION TO VENTEJOL BUT AN ATTEMPT TO REDUCE FO'S 
BENEFIT FROM THE ELECTION BY MAKING FO APPEAR AS 
AN ORGANIZATION THAT ENJOYS PRIVILEGED RELATIONS 
WITH GOF AND DRAWS SUPPORT FROM SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
GROUPS THAT ARE ANTAGONISTIC TO LABOR. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT AFL-CIO BE INFORMED OF 
FOREGOING WITH SUGGESTION THAT CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE 
BE SENT TO VENTEJOL. 
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